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did not speak sooner. At last Council meeting he 


dicted this,and Mr. Gardner probably had no memory 
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‘‘Or Insurricient Importance.” 
We rather regret that Sir Frederick FitzWygram 


told us that in a conversation with Mr. Herbert 
Gardner some twelve months back, that gentleman 
gave his reason for doing away with the Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture. The reason 
given was that “it was of insufficient importance.” 
Sir F. FitzWygram does not seem to have contra- 


or knowledge of its ‘‘ importance.” 

Those who remember the years 1865-6, when the 
cattle-plague alarmed the whole country to such an 
extent that a special form of prayer was employed by 
the State Church, will recollect that opinion was then 
for a time divided. At the commencement of the 
outbreak the suggestions of the veterinary profession 
were scoffed at, and a majority held the view that we 
were ‘of insufficient importance ”’ to be listened to— 
the view now held by Mr. Herbert Gardner and Sir 
Frederick FitzWygram. ‘‘ Experience is a hard 
master but some people will learn from no other.’’ 
Hard facts, before the Cattle-plague was stamped out, 
convinced all but ‘‘some people” that the veteri- 
narian was all-important, and that but for him our 
herds would have disappeared. Such good work 
was done by veterinarians in those days of trouble and 
panic that the authorities determined to continue to 
make use of men who had so well served the State. 
What has been the result? Other plagues have been 
conquered, and a knowledge of disease in animals 
and man has been spread over the country which 
without the veterinarian would still have been non- 
existent. Foot-and-mouth disease has been extermi- 
nated, pleuro-pneumonia has been virtually stamped 
out, glanders has disappeared from the army, and other 
diseases are being limited and controlled. 

For 28 years a Veterinary Department of the 
State existed and achieved great successes. What it 
saved the country can only be estimated in millions 
sterling. Had it shown failure we might unwillingly 
have acknowledged its unfitness to exist, but against 
its destruction in the height of its success, in the 
fullness of its power, and when experience had 
demonstrated the value of its organisation and its 
methods, we may reasonably protest. 

The Veterinary Department was of sufficient im- 
portance to stand as a distinct section of the Privy 
Council for nearly thirty years. In two years after 
the formation of a Board of Agriculture, the dis- 
covery is made that what was important enough for 
the Privy Council was not of sufficient importance 
to be a section of the newly-fledged Board—a Board 
of book-and-office men, not five of whom possessed 


portance”’ to warrant the continuance of a Veterinary 
Department! What does it mean? Are there no 
diseases of animals left in the country? Is there 
no possibility of cattle-plague and foot and mouth 
disease gaining re-admission to our herds? Are 
there no diseases of animals affecting the public 
health which will require veterinary attention ? 
Rabies, glanders, anthrax and tuberculosis still 
prevail, and we venture to think that not fortuituous 
collections of laymen but trained veterinarians will 
be wanted to control them. 

Every Kuropean State recognises the importance 
of a Veterinary Department. Our own War Office 
has its Veterinary Department. The Board of Agri- 
culture would hardly be heard of in public except for 
its duties in connection with diseases of animals. 
Nine-tenths of the Board’s expenditure is for work in 
relation to animal diseases. Hardly a reference is 
made in Parliament to the Board but applies to the 
Veterinary Department. 

It is impossible for the Board of Agriculture to 
exist without a Veterinary Department. Attempts 
may be made to ignore and disguise it but, under 
whatever systems of division or nomenclature the 
Board may adopt, the most important section of its 
work is, and will for some time remain—the veterin- 
ary section. This being so why not honestly acknow- 
ledge it and use the only name which languagé and 
logic suggest as appropriate? A Department whose 
sole duties are control of animal diseases is a Veter- 
inary Department. To say that other duties exist of 
such importance as to warrant a wider application is a 
fiction—weighing cattle and food and fertilizers are 
only paper duties. 

Whether, then, we rest our claim for recognition 
on long and faithful service, on vested interest or 
acknowledged precedents, on the analogy of other 
departments, on the usages of civilised states, or 
whether we rely upon the simple Knglish plan of 
calling a spade a spade, our case for a Veterinary 
Department possesses every fact and argument 
necessary to sustain it. 


Tue ExLection oF COUNCILMEN. 


The pending election of members to represent the pro- 
fession on the Council is to be made the occasion of a 
determined effort to confuse the issues. Under the pre- 
tence of guarding against a retrograde movement the 
profession will be asked to vote for a little band of can- 
didates whose one idea is to slavishly copy the medical 
profession. There are many subjects for consideration 
other than the exact form of educational certificate 
which should admit to the profession. Probably no man 
will object to maintain the highest standard of education, 
and when all are agreed we may safely widen our judg- 
ment so as to select those whose action will on all points 





even an elementary acquaintance with Agriculture. 
The veterinary profession is ‘of insufficient im- 


most redound to the advancement of the Corporate 


| Body. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


INTERMITTENT AcuTE LAMENESS, CONSEQUENT ON Dis- 
EASE oF Posterior Aorta, 
ARTERIES. 


By Jno. B. Woustennotme, F.R.C.V.S, 





I am aware that cases of this description are well 
known, and have been well described and accurately 
diagnosed ; but as they are somewhat rare it may be 
well to put another on record. 

Patient, a brown hunting mare, seven years old, 
recently purchased, and said to have come from a 
London auction. 

On March 5th of this year, my attention was 
drawn to the peculiar symptoms described later. On 
March 9th, Mr. Woods, of Wigan, with myself, ex- 
amined the mare, and the following is from our 
conjoint notes. 

In the stable the mare was lively, and seemed fit 
and in perfect health. The termination of the 
posterior aorta and iliacs were examined per rectum, 
and compared with those of a mare of similar class. 
In the former the terminal portion of the aorta was 
somewhat larger, distinctly harder and less com- 
pressible than in the latter. Pulsation could be felt 
in the aorta and iliacs, but not so distinctly as in the 
healthy mare. 

On coming out of the stable, the walking, backing, 
and turning round was normal, with the exception of 
a possibly slight want of flexion of the hind limbs, 
which peculiarity was rather more marked in the 
trot. After some five to seven minutes sharp trotting 
exercise, a well-marked want of control over the 
movement of the hind legs became apparent, and 
immediately afterwards it was necessary to dismount 
the rider as she seemed about to fall. The mare 
was now blowing heavily, could not be kept still, and 
yet at the same time was scarcely able to stand. 
The hind feet were raised alternately from the ground 
‘‘paddling’’ in great pain and distress, indicated 
also by a kind of groan or cry which she frequently 
uttered. 

With extreme difficulty she staggered to her stall, 
the hind legs being scarcely flexed at all. It was now 
noticed, that although sweating profusely over the 
anterior part of the body, the quarters were scarcely 
damp; that the fore limbs were quite warm, whilst 
the hind ones were cold. 

On re-examination per rectum, the terminal por- 
tion of the ao: ta was found to be considerably more 
distended, and was exceedingly tense. The pulsation 
had practically disappeared, being only represented 
by a sort of thrill or tremble of the vessel, and gave 
one the impression that there was great danger of the 
artery bursting, i.c., giving way under the pressure. 
In half an hour all the symptoms had passed away 
except the coldness of the hind legs. 

As I knew that Mr. R. Rutherford had seen several 
cases, | wrote to him, and he kindly gave me notes. 
Iam also indebted to Messrs. Faulkner and Jones, 
for looking up some past records, amongst which 


INVOLVING THE I1zac 





there is an excellent description by Mr. Isom, p. 76 
of The Veterinarian for 1875. There are also a num- 
ber of cases cited in abstract by Mr. Greaves at 
p. 289, Veterinary Journal for 1889. 








COUGHING AND ABORTION. 





The two following cases having come under my 
notice within the last month and not having read of, 
or seen any like them before, I think they may be of 
interest to some of the readers of your valuable paper. 
The title I adopt is simply that of the two most 
prominent conditions shown. I look upon them as 
both resulting from some identical cause, and should 
be glad to know whether other practitioners have 
seen a similar sequence of symptoms. 

Case I. Subject.—A bay cart mare 4 years, carry- 
ing her first foal and within six weeks of foaling, 
running at grass with a box to go into at night, and 
getting two feeds of corn per day along with plenty 
of hay and a good supply of water in the field. 

History.—The mare was seen and fed in the morn- 
ing as usual, when she appeared alright. About 
8 o’clock she was found standing with her head close 
to the ground and her tail elevated, and coughing 
continuously. 

Symptoms.—Animal very dull, with no inclination 
to move, coughing continuously for about a minute, 
stops for about a minute and begins again, giving 
one the idea that some food had got into the trachea. 
Inclined to eat straw in box when cough stops; a 
brown watery discharge from both nostrils and the 
vulva; pulse 80, and respirations 380 per minute,. 
temperature 105°5, and visible mucous membranes 
deeply injected ; fluid in trachea. 

On the following day the cough was less frequent, 
the discharge from nostrils less, and none from the 
vulva; pulse 72, and respirations 20 per minute, 
temperature 105; feeces soft and coated with mucus 
which stained the fingers brown when touched. 

On the third day there was no alteration in the 
pulse, respirations, and temperature from the pre- 
ceding day, but the cough was less frequent and the 
discharge almost stopped ; appetite good. 

On the fourth day there was a great improvement, 
the cough almost gone, discharge completeiy stopped, 
pulse 60, and respirations 16 per minute, tempera- 
ture 102, and feeding well, the mucous membranes 
cleaning nicely. oe 

Fifth day pulse 52, and respirations 15 per minute, 
temperature 100°5, and mare lying most of the day. 

She continued improving daily with the exception 
of the udder swelling, which disappeared with 
exercise. The mare was seen at 8 p.m. on the ninth 
day after attack when she appeared alright, and on 
the following morning a foal was found behind her, 
which however, only lived two days, having been 
foaled a month before its time. 

Case II. Swubhject—A brown shire mare, 6 years, 
carrying her third foal and within six weeks of foal- 
ing, running in the same field and getting the same 
feeding, etc., as No. I. 

History.—Three weeks after No. I had been 
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attacked this mare was fed as usual in the morning, 
when she appeared alright, was seen again at 12 
noon eating grass and apparently alright. About 
8 o’clock she was found standing with her head 
hanging, tail elevated, and coughing similar to No. I. 

Symptoms.—Animal not quite so dull as the bay 
mare, cough if anything worse, discharge from 
nostrils greater, and as thick as the yolk of an egg, 
that from the vulva very slight; pulse 72, and 
respirations 24 per minute, temperature 104-5, and 
not inclined to feed, visible mucous membranes very 
slightly injected. 

On the following day the pulse was 72, and respira- 
tions 20 per minute; temperature 104, and eating 
very little. 

On the third day she was much worse, appetite 
completely gone, pulse 100, and respirations 86 per 
minute ; temperature 105-5 ; she also looked as if she 
was going to foal but did not. 

Fourth day there was a good deal of abdominal 
pain, and the pulse, respirations and temperature 
remained the same as the preceding day, refused all 
food and drank very little water, milk and oatmeal 
gruel. She gradually got worse, and died early on 
the morning of the sixth day. 

Post-mortem.—The whole of the mucous membrane 
of the stomach was coated with the thick yellow fluid 
that was being discharged from the nostrils, the 
mucous membrane of stomach inflamed and in 
parts absent. Mucous membrane of trachea in- 
flamed in parts, bowels slightly inflamed and the 
feces in a fluid state. The other organs were 
healthy. 

Treatment.—Both mares had a pint of linseed oil 
given as a laxative, stimulants, diuretics, electuary 
and throat blistered with ol. canth. No. II. also 
received sedatives, hot fomentations to abdomen, 
which was also blistered with mustard when the 
pain became severe, enemas, etc. Diet consisted of 
bran mashes, linseed and oatmeal gruels, and milk 
and steamed hay. 

Remarks.—What struck me most was the sudden- 
ness of each attack, and the length of time between 
them—8 weeks—also the animals being attacked 
6 weeks before foaling, and No. II. having a lower 
pulse, respiration and temperature than No. I. and 
then terminating fatally. My own opinion is that 
both animals must have swallowed some irritant 
which No. II. escaped for three weeks, but nothing 
could be detected in the field, which is considered the 
healthiest field on the farm. 

Perhaps some of the older members of our profes- 
sion can throw some light on these two cases, and if 
80 they will confer a benefit on 

A Youne Practitioner. 








Rabies in London. 


Week ended Since 





‘‘VETERINARY OPINIONS.” 
By E. Wauxis Hoarr, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


A perusal of recent correspondence on the above 
subject would lead a layman to suppose that differ- 
ences of opinion existed only in the veterinary pro 
fession. A moderate amount of mature considera- 
tion however, will soon convince the most sceptical 
and pessimistic observer that differences of opinion 
in professional matters exist in all callings, and that 
there are ample reasons for this state of affairs. We 
need only refer to medico-legal cases, in the reports 
of which we shall find that medical men as experts 
differ widely in their opinions. And when we con- 
sider the question of soundness in horses, it cannot 
be a matter of surprise that veterinary surgeons 
should differ, and that in many instances it is im- 
possible to decide which opinion is the correct one. 
The questions of the “ wind,” of the soundness or 
otherwise of hocks, etc., leave ample room for differ- 
ences of opinion, and time alone will decide the 
matter. About a confirmed “ whistler ”’ or “ roarer ”’ 
no difference of opinion can exist, neither can a, well- 
developed bone spavin give rise to doubt or difficulty, 
but there are certain conditions, in young horses 
especially, in which there are reasonable grounds for 
practitioners to differ. 

For example that affection known as “ whistling ”’ 
is often very insidious in its progress, and the 
slightest sound emitted during the test for the wind 
is regarded by many practitioners as sufficient cause 
for the rejection of the animal, especially if a young 
one; their experience leading them to the conclusion 
that although at the time of examination no con- 
firmed disease is present, still that animal is likely 
to develope into a “‘ whistler.” Another practitioner 
may not be of this opinion, but will give a certificate 
of soundness. Some of such cases remain sound of 
their wind, others become “ whistlers ”’ without any 
apparent cause, but it is a very serious matter for the 
purchaser, especially if he buys to sell again at a 
future date, and finds he has a ‘‘ whistler” to dispose 
of instead of a sound horse. 

We know perfectly well that there are many slight 
‘‘whistlers ”’ capable of performing work efficiently, 
but this is not the question for the class of purchaser 
mentioned above; when he comes to sell again, the 
ordeal of a veterinary examination has to be gone 
through, and if his horse is rejected he naturally 
feels aggrieved, and either blames the practitioner 
who examined for him in the first instance, or, not 
believing in the present opinion he calls in the 
services of one or more practitioners. It is all a ques- 


—= |tion of individual opinion, and those of us who 
examine many young horses of the hunting class 
know only too well that there are cases affording 
ample ground for doubt, and for divergence of 
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will occur to the end of time, the opinion most 
valued is that which time proves to be correct. 

The client blames the veterinary surgeon if the 
new purchase becomes unsound after examination, 
but he also frequently is deeply annoyed if the horse 
is rejected, and afterwards comes into another pur- 
chaser’s hands and remains sound, he says he has 
been ‘“‘ done ”’ out of a good horse. The seller too 
frequently is indignant if his horse is rejected, and 
obtains more opinions, which often prove to be in 
his favour. The reputation of the practitioner 
and his experience give his opinion weight and 
value, and men of high standing do not have 
their opinions challenged so frequently as junior 
members, consequently such men are able to 
overlook matters and run probable risks, which 
to their less favorgd brethren might mean a 
serious matter. If a practitioner of long experi- 
ence makes a mistake with reference to soundness 
very little is heard of it; it is put down to luck 


or chance by his client. Far different however is the. 


fate of the junior who, often by bitter experience, 
learns that the examination of horses as to sound- 
ness is one of the most important duties of the 
profession. 

If we take the subject of ‘‘ hocks’’ a wide field for 
diversity of opinion presents itself. Young horses 
with uneven and suspicious hocks frequently, when 
they are fully grown, leave no ground for doubt as to 
their soundness, but we all must admit that when 
young it is by no means an easy matter to come to a 
correct decision. We see plenty of examples that 
remain perfectly sound, while on the other hand we 
have personal knowledge of cases that became un- 
sound when put to work. One practitioner gives his 
opinion without a shadow of doubt that a horse’s 
hocks are sound, although they are coarse and 
uneven. Another rejects the same horse for his 
hocks. Time will decide which opinion is correct, 
according as the horse goes sound, or develops 
lameness. 

An examination of a large number of specimens of 
hocks will demonstrate how difficult a matter it is to 
decide by our ordinary method, as to the soundness 
or otherwise of this joint. Differences in formation 
will account for many errors, and it is only after the 
part has been prepared by maceration that we observe 
a supposed spavin to be a perfectly healthy joint and 
vice versa. As previously remarked, a well-developed 
bone spavin does not take much skill to discover, but 
it is the ‘‘ suspicious formation” that gives rise to the 
diversity of opinion. 

I cannot agree with Mr. Banham with reference to 
the respect give to our opinions by clients, and 
should be sorry to believe that wrong opinions are 
universally respected by our employers. The case he 
cites is very easy of explanation ; he admits that the 
horse in question had a small cataract and that any 
veterinary surgeon might pass it; surely then the 
owner of this horse would not be likely to draw the 
attention of the veterinary surgeon he employed to 


this defect. Had he done so before the examination he | 


would be in my experience a rara avis. When horse- 
owners seek a second opinion they have sufticient 
tact to observe a discreet silence until they have the 





certificate in their pocket, then they generally inform 


the veterinary surgeon of the result of the previous 


examination. Surely a cataract the size of a pin’s. 


point may be easily overlooked, and most of us have 
experience of having at times overlooked them. Then 


how can we blame either the horse-owner or the 


veterinary surgeon in the case quoted. 

The most appropriate way to obtain an unbiassed 
opinion is to have the horse examined in the usual 
manner, without special attention being directed to 


any point. No code of rules or ethics will settle the 


question of soundness, and mistakes will occur, 
clients will take offence and change their practitioner 
under a misapprehension, but honest opinions given 
to the best of a man’s ability will sooner or later 
command confidence and respect, no matter how 
exacting or litigious horse-owners may be. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on Thursday, March 5th, 1896. Tea at 5 
p.m. Business6 p.m. There were present over twenty 
members and friends. 


NomINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Mr. E. FautKner, on behalf of Professor Williams, 
proposed the election of Captain Hayes, Sandy Brow,. 


Tarporley, the President seconded. Carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. W. A. Taytor proposed Mr, F. W. Hall, Mr. 
Faulkner seconded. Carried unanimously. 

Mr. FavutkyNerR proposed Mr. Robert Ward, 
M.RC.V.S., Store Street, Manchester, and Mr. Peter 
Gillespie, M.R.C.V.S., Crescent, Salford, as members of 
the Association. 

The Secretary read a telegram received from the 
Royal Counties Association. 

Mr. FavuLKNER presumed the telegram had reference 
to the coming election of Council R.C.V.S. If the Lan- 
cashire V.M.A. could see its way in addition to having 
its own nominee to assist Mr. Simpson in his candida- 
ture, it would reflect credit upon the Association. 

The PrestpEnt said he could endorse every word Mr. 
Faulkner had said. The Lancashire V.M.A., as provin- 
cial veterinary surgeons, should certainly support the 
candidature of Mr. Simpson. 

Mr. ALEx. Lawson said he was the retiring member 
of Council who had represented the Association. . He 
shonld he very pleased if the members would take his 
candidature into consideration again, at the same time 
he had no desire to remain a candidate of the Associa- 
tion if there were any more suitable to represent the 
Association than he was. 

Mr. FavtKner said he would be very glad to move that 
Mr. Lawson be the nominee of the Lancashire V-M.A. 
at the forthcoming election of Council. With regard to 
Mr. Simpson, it was not put forward that he should be 
the nominee of this Association, but that the members 
should be asked to vote for him. 

Mr. W. A. Taytor seconded. ; 

Mr. FavtKNER moved that the Election Committee be 
the usual one consisting of the officers of the Association 
with power to add. Mr. Laithwood seconded. 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 
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Pror,. MacquEen’s Letrer re ComBINATION. 


The PREsIDENT looked upon Professor Macqueen’s 
suggestion as oue of great importance and well worthy of 
careful consideration by the Association. There was no 
doubt that by this combination of the Local Societies it 
would be a means of very materially strengthening 
the National, and of putting it on a firm basis which it 
had never hitherto experienced. 

Mr. FAULKNER said he thought the object was to have 
a Council which would be really and truly representative 
of the whole profession by federating the existing veter- 
inary associations. 

Mr. FAULKNER moved that the President and the 
Secretary be the delegates to the conference as represen- 
tatives of the Lancashire V.M.A. to see what is proposed 
and when the scheme had assumed something like a 
definite form to bring it again before the Association for 
consideration. 

Mr, W. A. Taytor said he would like further particu. 
lars with regard to the suggested plan. The sketch was 
all well and good so far as it went, but what duties did 
Professor Macqueen think ought to be undertaken by a 
so-called representative union? He confessed thai it 
would be necessary either for Professor Macqueen to lay 
more particulars before the Association, or for the latter 
to appoint delegates to attend the conference with the 
object in view as stated by Professor Macqueen to see 
what could be done and again report to the Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. WiLL1aM Woops considered it was in too crude a 
state to get any definite opinions upon it. 

Mr. W. A. Taytor seconded the proposition, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Dacre showed specimeus of disease of the vertebrae 
and gave history of cases. 

The PReEsIDENT expressed his indebtedness to Mr. 
Dacre for the pathological specimens and for the very 
graphic and interesting description of the cases of disease 
of the vertebral column. 

Mr. WoLsTENHCLME also thanked the essayist for his 
interesting communication and suggested that the June 
meeting be devoted to exhibitions of pathological speci- 
mens, upon which the President proposed that the mem- 
bers should collect what specimens they had and bring 
them to the June meeting. Mr. Wm. Dacre seconded 
the proposition, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr, WotsTENHOLME exhibited a pair of testicles from a 
tubercular bull, which Mr. King (the Corporation Veter- 
— Surgeon) who was unable to be present had brought 
to him. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
By James Laitawoop, M.R.C.V.S. 





The subject selected is one which is now very prom- 
inently before the country, and is not only an exceedingly 
important one to our stockowners but, in relation to its 
transmission to the human subject, of vital interest to 
every individual in the country. ; 

_It appears to be the general impression that this 
disease in cattle is on the increase, in my experience it 
seems to be so, and the tuberculin test certainly reveals 
a most alarming condition in affected herds. And my 
chief aim in introducing this subject is to elucidate some 
method, or to discuss with you the best means by which 
we may lessen if not entirely exterminate this very great 
Source of loss to our stockowners, and also the very 
considerable danger to human life. 

The causes of this disease have been thought to be 
numerous, but 1 think you will all agree in this that the 
one and only cause is the introduction into the system of 

© micro-organism the bacillus tuberculosus. 

There are undoubtedly many predisposing causes, but 


we may include them all in a few words, viz., anything 
that has a debilitating effect or lowers the vitality in any 
way puts the animal in a more favourable condition for 
the growth of the microbe, if brought in contact with it, 
but all the debilitating effects cannot cause the disease if 
there is nv tuberculous associations, I have also seen 
the strongest and most robust looking animals become 
victims of this disease. 

The bacillus appears to flourish best at a temperature 
between 98 and 100° F., and its growth ceases below 86° 
F. It may exist and retain its vitality outside the 
animal body, but does not multiply, and dies in less than 
six months unless kept at a favourable temperature. 
It is destroyed in a few hours in direct sunlight, in six 
days in diffused daylight ;in a1-1000 sol. of mercuric 
chloride or a 5 per cent, sol. of carbolic acid in twenty- 
four hours. 

The frequency of the modes of infection I consider to 
be in the following order, viz., inhalation, ingestion, 
hereditary transmission and inoculation. 

In young calves and children the ingestion of milk from 
tuberculous udders is undoubtedly the chief source of 
infection. 

With regard to inhalation, as we find the lungs most 
frequently affected, it is probable that this is the most 
frequent mode of infection in adult cattle. It has been 
proved that the inhalation of dust made from dried 
taberculous sputum will cause the disease, and I feel cer- 
tain that the greatest number become tuberculous from 
cohabitation with affected animals and the inhalation of 
infected dust. The closer they are kept without light or 
ventilation the more rapidly do the healthy ones become 
diseased. 

The infective organisms are not, as is frequently sup- 
posed, transmitted in the expired air in suspension, but 
are contained in the bronchial mucus and expectoration 
projected through the mouth and nose in the act of 
coughing. In its moist condition this is not dangerous 
to the respiratory organs, but when it becomes dry and 
is rubbed off from the walls or woodwork, and as dust 
gaivs entrance to healthy lungs in the inspired air, it is 
undoubtedly a frequent cause of the disease. 

Hereditary transmission does undoubtedly occur, but 
from the rarity with which it is found in calves (1 in 
70,000) I am persuaded that, in cattle at any rate, this 
mode of infection has been much over-estimated. Con- 
sidering the rarity with which tubercular lesions are 
found in the foetus or placental membranes, even in cases 
of the most advanced generalised tuberculc sis, the foetal 
organism appears to be an unsuitable medium for their 
growth. Schmorl and Kochel both assert that unless the 
villi become injured by caseation or other cause the 
epithelium covering the villi forms an effectual bar- 
rier to the entrance of the bacilli to the foetal circula- 
tion. 

The primary seat of the disease is in the lymphatic 
glands, and the bacillus appears capable of finding its way 
into the lymphatic system without leaving any trace of 
its presence at the part where it has gained admission. 
But after the very instructive and graphic manover in 
which Professor Delépine dealt with the mode of exten- 
sion and progress of the disease, as well as the various 
animals it attacked, at a recent meeting of this Associa- 
tion, it is not necessary for me to go into that part of the 
subject. 

yr d only saying a few words with regard to the 
dangers attending the consumption of tuberculous mil! 
and meat. To ascertain the infectivity of milk Professor 
McFadyean and Dr. Woodhead inoculated with milk 
from tuberculous udders with the result that over 70 per 
cent. gave positive results, and with milk from tubercu- 
lous cows whose udders were not affected 16 per cent. 
became diseased. They concluded that there was great 





necessity for thorough inspection of both dairy and meat 
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cattle, but that there was much greater risk from the 
former than from the latter. 

Ernst inoculated with milk from cows without udder 
affection and caused the disease in 37 per cent. of cases. 

There is no need for me to mention the evidence given 
before the Royal Commission on this disease, which you 
will all have read. From these and numerous other 
positive proofs I could mention (which time will not 
permit) no doubt whatever ought to remain with regard 
to the dangers of tuberculous milk, and I will go further 
and say that not only ought we to be convinced of this 
danger in our own minds, but I think it is time that we 
expressed our opinion with a unanimous voice and acted 
up to our convictions. 

Dr. Burdon Sanderson says there is no disease acute 
or chronic that is so destructive to human life or so pro- 
ductive of human suffering. The disease contributes 
about 14 per. cent. of deaths of all ages, but in children 
the greatest number of deaths from tuberculosis are 
returned under other titles. About 40 per cent. of 
deaths in young children’in hospitals (where alone after 
a post-mortem a correct return can be made) are due to 
tuberculosis—some congenital, some from inhalation, but 
chiefly from tuberculous milk. 

In the consumption of tuberculous meat there is much 
less danger, owing to the rarity with which the microbe 
attacks the muscle and also to its probable destruction 
during the cooking process. Dr. Sidney Martin asserts 
that infectivity corresponds with the degree of tubercu- 
losis in the animal He, however, in his experiments 
appears to have removed all fat and intermuscular tissue, 
which are parts more likely to contain small tubercle or 
tubercular lymph glands than the muscle alone. The 
danger he mentions from smearing of tubercular products 
with the knife in dressing the carcase are most dangerous 
in those parts used for making into rolls of meat, as these 
are habitually made from such parts most liable to con- 
tain tuberculous serous membranes and glands, and Dr. 
Woodhead’s experiments prove that no cooking process 
can be relied upon to destroy the infectivity of bacilli in 
any but the parts near the surface. He concludes by 
coudemining all animals (1) with advanced or generalized 
tuberculosis; (2) with tuberculosis of the thoracic 
organs associated with disease of the abdominal organs ; 
(3) all animals with tuberculosis of the lumbar or popli- 
teal glands, or of the kidneys, since these lesions are 
signs of generalisation of the disease. 

In regard to the diagnosis of the disease this has been, 
in the early stages, beyond our skill, but thanks to tuber- 
culin we are now in this connection masters of the 
situation. Nocard says we have in tuberculin a certain 
means of making the diagnosis uf tuberculosis. Experi- 
ments have been made by thousands in all countries b 
Professors Bang, McFadyean, Sydin, Johne and others, 
all maintain that it is a most reliable test. Professor 
Bang has statistics of over 40,000 tested, and he gives the 
percentage of tuberculous animals as varying from 5 to 
70 per cent. ; the larger herds show the greater percen- 
tage of affected animals. So far as my own small experi- 
ence goes | have found in Cheshire out of over 200 ani- 
mals tested 75 per cent. reacted to tuberculin. But this 
must not be taken as a fair estimate, as some of the 
owners would have only a few of the most suspicious 
ones test:d, others the bull only. With regard to this 
latter I may say that every bull tested has been free from 
the disease. 

The treatment of this disease has so far been considered 
hopeless, but I have faith, now that we can detect it in 
its early stages, that a number may in years to come be 
cured, especially when we consider that it is not at all 
an uncommon thing to see in the slaughter-house 
nodules which have undergune calcareous transformation 
—the bacilli have from some cause died and nature has 
performed its own cure. 





I have now a few under treatment with creasote, but 
it is as yet too early to speak of results. Dose 10-25 
grams (1 gram=—154 grains) in oil twice week. Scarpa, of 
Turin, has treated 150 cases with ichthyol; he records 
17 cured, 82 improved, 28 no change. 

The treatment of Dr. Vigurat, of Geneva, is the injec- 
tion of serum from the ass. He claims to have com- 
pletely cured 13 out of 25 cases treated and with respect 
to the other 12 still under treatment to have a good 
prospect of recovery. 

Nearly every drug we possess has been tried for this 
disease with more or less success, chiefly the latter. I 
have no faith whatever in any drug bringing about a 
cure unless in the earliest stages of the disease, for no 
matter what germicide is used it must reach the bacilli 
by the blood stream, and as the centre of the nodule 
(except the smallest) is cut off from the blood supply by 
the obliteration of the vessels surrounding it, the agent 
cannot gain access to the bacilli enclosed therein. Allk 
the antiseptic can do is to kill any few bacilli that may 
be in the blood stream and temporarily check their 
spread around the nodule. 

I thoroughly agree with Dr. Squire where he says “ the 
best means we have for destroying the tubercle bacillus 
exists in the action of the living cells and fluids of the 
body, the natural safeguards against injurious germs. If 
we drench the tissues with antiseptics we may diminish 
the vitality of the bacilli, but at the same time we impair 
the vitality of the phagocytic cells, and this not only 
at the disease centres but throughout the body. We 
then interfere with the natural means of cure by weaken- 
ing the vitality of the phagocytes and also of the system. 
I have far greater faith in plenty of fresh air and in’ 
hygienic surroundings than in all the drugs of the 
pharmacopeeia, and our chief aim should be in this 
direction. 

Of by far the greatest importance is its prevention, and 
I must say that by this means I have every confidence 
that we shall be able to bring about its extermination in 
cattle. It will of course require persistent efforts and 
considerable time. If the tuberculin test is reliable—and 
there is every reason to think that it is so—it is possible 
to separate the healthy from the diseased and keep them 
always apart. Calves reared from the latter should 
never have access to the mother, and should be fed with 
milk from the healthy cows, or if from the mother after 
it has been boiled. All‘should be tested with tuberculin 
once a year. Any animal that should become affected 
would by this means be detected and removed from the 
healthy ones before the disease had progressed sufficiently 
to become dangerous to its neighbours. With regard to 
the diseased animals, any showing advanced disease 
should be at once destroyed and compensation allowed. 
Any having tuberculous udders should be dried off as 
soon as, possible and fattened. The remainder might be 
kept on and fattened when convenient. All animals 
when slaughtered showing generalised tuberculosis should 
be destroyed and compensation allowed. As the destruc- 
tion is for the public welfare the public should pay for 
being thus protected. If slaughter and compensation 1s 
equitable from a public point of view for pleuro-pneu- 
monia, from which disease there is not the slightest 
danger to public health, surely it ought to be more so for 
tuberculosis, which has for its victims annually more 
cattle than pleuro-pneumonia had when at its highest, to 
say nothing of 150,000 human lives. Then also all man- 
gers, stalls, floors, and woodwork where diseased animals 
have stood should be washed, scraped, and thoroughly 
cleansed, and afterwards washed over with a 5 per cent. 
sol. carbolic acid or other disinfectant. Better hygienic 
conditions should be enforced, as many cow houses are 
abomiuable. A recognised sufficieut air space, ventila- 
tion, drainage and sunlight should be made compulsory 
by statute. Sunlight is the greatest and cheapest of all 
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purifiers, and kills this bacillus, and most others, in a 
few hours, while darkness, dust, ill-ventilation and bad 
drainage is the nursery of all microbes. 

I am in accord with Dr. Burdon Sanderson and many 
others in that tuberculosis should be included in those 
diseases under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 
and can join heartily with those who think that the sale 
of contaminated milk ought to be stopped by all possible 
means. 

It would be advisable that veterinary surgeons should 
be appointed to exercise functions co-ordinate with those 
of the Medical Officer of Health for each city, borough or 


county, whose duty it would be to supervise the health 


and sanitary condition of all cattle within their jurisdic- 
tion. In this respect ltaly has under the new Public 
Health Act set agood example. We ought to have regu- 
lar and thorough compulsory inspection of all dairies sup- 
plying milk for human consumption. 

The advice to boil the milk and well cook the meat is 
good so far as it goes, but it does not remove the root of 
the danger. We ought not to allow our children and the 
weak and delicate ones of our population, with whom the 


greatest danger exists, to consume cow milk plus boiled 


microbes, or meat with roasted bacilli if we can prevent 
the possibility of either. 

In this connection a very worthy and commendable 
example has been led in Cheshire by three dairies who, 
having had all their cattle tested and the affected ones 
removed, now advertise their milk, cream, butter and 
cheese with a guaranteed purity and freedom from tuber- 


cle bacilli, and I trust they will receive that support 


from the intelligent public that they so well merit. 
I shall be glad to hear from you any suggestion that 
will tend to further the aim we have in view. 


Discussion. 


The PrEsipENT considered Mr. Laithwood’s paper an 
With regard to hereditary tendency to 
tuberculosis, he was under the impression that that was 
an exploded idea, and that there was no such thing as an 
hereditary tendency. He should condemn every case 
suffering from tuberculosis wherever the lesion was. 
Statistics proved that milk from tuberculous animals 
which had healthy udders produced no ill effects. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME, in expressing the pleasure he had 


experienced in listening to Mr. Laithwood’s paper, said 


that in his opinion it formed a very practical addendum 
to that which had recently been given by Dr. Delépine 
before the Society. Mr. Laithwood had emphas- 
ised the necessity of veterinary surgeons being 
Medical Officer of Health in 
safeguarding the health of the community. Not 
only was it necessary that the supply of meat be 
thoroughly inspected by competent men, but that some 
system of inspection cf dairy stock and some control over 
their sanitary surroundings was absolutely needed. In 
arecent paper read by Dr. Ashley before the Medical 
Society of Manchester on the milk supply of large towns, 
the filthy surroundings of many of the animals, the 
absolute want of cleanliness on the part of those who 
milked them, the carelessness of transport, together with 
insanitary storage and faulty distribution, were forcibly 
pointed out as serious causes of disease, especially among 
infants and invalids. ‘Che veterinary surgeon is perfect- 
ly aware of and deplores these conditions, and he (Mr. 
Wolstenholme) would agree that no one is so well fitted 
for the much needed inspection as a trained veterinary 
surgeon. 

Mr, FauLKNER agreed with the previous speakers, 
that Mr. Laithwood deserved great credit for having put 
before them the subject of tuberculosis in such a compre- 
hersive, practical, common-sense and scientific manner, 


-and he was entirely in accord with his remarks. So far 


as the proper inspection of dairy stock was concerned, 
this was a matter which called for immediate action, and 
not only the inspection of stock and byres but the whole 
modus operandi of dealing with milk. As to disease be- 
ing scheduled and compensation allowed, there were cer- 
tain aspects which made it hard on some individuals and 
easy on others. The well-to-do could deal with it in a 
scientific aud practical way without troubling the local 
authority, but with the poor farmer it is different 

Mr Dacre said the spread of tuberculosis was caused 
through the gross ignorance of farmers on small farms. 
Respecting light and air, he had seen tuberculosis uccur on 
an estate in Cheshire which was extremely neglected where 
the animals were in buildings which were open to the 
four winds of heaven. As to the filthy condition of the 
milk sent into large towns, he was uot surprised at this, 
for he had seen cows milked by men fresh from loading 
manure on the fields. 

Mr. Wa. Woops thanked Mr. Laithwood for his very 
interesting and practical paper, which in his opinion em- 
bodied the views of all practitioners now. It would be 
very useful if the essayist would give the result of inoca- 
lation. 

Mr. Epwarps, of Chester, thanked Mr. Laithwood for 
his paper. 

Mr. Latrxwoop briefly replied. With regard to here- 
ditary tendency referred to by the President there had 
undoubtedly been u few cases, but so far as he had read 
there had been only five ever recorded in the human sub- 
ject in which the foetusat birth at post-mortem had been 
found tuberculous or with any tubercular lesiuns, and so 
far as he had read seven was the number recorded in 
cattle. With regard to calves with tuberculosis when 
born, considering the percentage of births he thought 
that was almost an infinitesimal number, but as he 
pointed out in his paper, two authorities conducted a 
number of post-mortems and found that if the tubereu- 
lar lesions did attack the villi that there was no trans- 
mission of the bacillus into the feetal circulation uniess 
injury occurred to the epithelium covering the villi, so 
that he thought the question of hereditary tendency of 
the disease was almost infinitesimal. He felt certain in 
his own mind that the inhalation of the infected dust 
and the ingestion of tubercular matter, either by milk or 
in the food of animals, were the two great sources of the 
disease. With regard to tuberculous udders, experiments 
had been carried out from milk from tubercular cows in 
which no udder lesions could be seen, there might have 
been tubercles in the udder but they were so minute 
that they had not been detected. At the same time it 
might be possible as the bacilli were found in the blood 
circulation they might be found in the milk production 
also, but he thought it would be in such a small number 
that it would not be considered likely to infect anything 
fed with it. With regard to the number of people who 
were affected with tuberculosis he remembered readiug 
an article by Professor Coates, of Glasgow, in which he as- 
serted his firm opinion that half the population is at some 
period of their lives affected with tuberculosis. The 
number of tubercles found on post-mortem in the various 
hospitals in which this nodule has been entirely isolated 
as it were from any other portion of the lung proved 
that in a great number of cases a cure had been affected 
by natural means, and he was much astonished to read 
his opinion that so many as half of the human popula- 
tion were sometime during their lives affected with this 
disease, but as Professor Coates had it, the majority 
of them recovered. Some years ago he was under the 
impression that no case of tuberculosis ever did recov: 
but he was now of a different frame of mind with regard 
to that question. 

Replying to Mr. Munro and Mr. Wood’s enquiry with 
regard to incculation as to the danger, if any, from the 





injection of tuberculin, so far as his experience went he 
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had never seen the slightest injury to result, and he felt 
certain, and it was the opinion of Bang and Nocard, that 
it did not affect the animal nor did it alter the condition 
of the milk in any degree whatever. With regard to the 
cleansing of byres it was in his opinion very important 
that after the removal] of a tuberculous animal that that 
stall should be thoroughly cleansed, washed, and disin- 
fected, and also that it should be done in a moist 
state. 

Mr. J. B. WoistENHOLME related a case of schirrous 
cord (botriomycosis, Bollinger). The communication was 
accompanied by exhibition of the tumour 3lbs. 130z., to- 
gether with a number of microscopic sections, and a large 
sketch of the minute structure to scale. 

Mr. Fautxner thanked Mr. Wolstenholme for his very 
interesting communication respecting schirrous cord. 
He had not seen so many cases lately as he used to. 

Mr. FavuLKNER proposed that a vote of thanks of the 
members of the Association be given tu Messrs. Dacre, 
Laithwood, and Wolstenholme for having so kindly pro- 
vided the food for the evening’s discussion. 

Mr. Lawson seconded, and the whole was carried 
unanimously. 








YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





The spring quarterly meeting of this Society was held 
at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on April 24th. The presi- 
dent, Mr. J. Clarkson, Garforth, in the chair. The fol- 
lowing members were present : Messrs. Frank Somers, 
Leeds, (hon. sec.); S. Wharam, Leeds ; J. Cooke, Scar- 
boro’ ; F. W. Clough, Morley; E. H. Pratt, Northaller- 
ton ; M. Robinson, Barnsley; A. W. Mason, Leeds; J. 
Atcherley, Harrogate ; J. W. Lazenby, Boston Spa; J. E. 
Scriven, Tadcaster, (hon. treas.) ; A. W. Briggs, Halifax : 
Frank Scott, Knaresboro’; J. Carter, Bradford ; Sam 
Chambers, Kirkeaton ; H. Snarry, York, and Professor 
Williams, Edinburgh. The visitors were: Messrs, H. 
Dyson, Kirkeaton, (vet, student); Mr. Child, Leeds, 
(vet. student) ; Mr. Newsome, M.R.C.V.S., Thornbury, 
Bradford ; and R. W. Raymond, A.V.D., Leeds. 

Apologies were received from Professor C. Steel, Dub- 
lin; Prof, Penberthy, London ; and Mr. G. E. Bowman, 
Leeds. 

NoMINATIONS AND ELECTION oF MEMBERs. 


On the motion of Mr. Frank Somers, Mr. H. Newsome, 
of Thornbury, near Bradford, was nominated for mem- 
bership. 

Mr. J. Anson, of Sheffield, was elected a member, the 
resolution being proposed by Mr. J. E. Scriven, seconded 
by Mr. Mason, and supported by Mr. F. Somers. 


Exgection or Councit. 


The Secretaky read letters from the Royal Counties, 
South Durham and Yorkshire, the North of England, and 
the Lancashire Associations with respect to the pending 
election of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. Yorkshire were again invited toamalgamate 
with Midland and Lancashire in the support of candi- 
dates and to share the expense of issuing a circular in 
support of the gentlemen whom it would be decided to 
nominate. 

Professor WILLIAMS pointed out that, so far, there 
were comparatively few nominations, although there 
would be a somewhat large election by reason of the re. 
signation of four or five members of the Council whose 
term of office did not expire this year. 

The PresivEnT said that if anyone desired to nominate 
a gentleman from Yorkshire they would be very likely to 





secure his election, having regard to the number of mem- 
bers required this year. The period for which Mr, 
Mason, their present representative, was elected did not 
expire this year, and that gentleman was not retiring. 

Mr. Mason thought that some gentleman from their 
Association should be nominated. He was certain that 
if they ran a candidate they would carry him, in which 
case they would have someone to represent them next 
year if he then failed to stand, or was not elected. The 
subjects which came before the meetings of the Council, 
and particularly just now, were extremely interesting to 
them as a profession. He favoured the combination 
which had existed in previous years. 

The PREsIpENT said it was very desirable that they 
should have adequate representation on the Council. 

Mr. Frank Somers agreed with the views of Mr. 
Mason, and added that if they were to have another re- 
presentative on the Council they could not have a better 
man than their President. He suggested that Mr. 
Clarkson should allow himself to be nominated. 

Mr. Mason observed that he did not know any man 
who would receive greater support than Mr. Clarkson if 
he would consent to stand. 

Mr. F. Somers embodied his suggestion into a resolu- 
tion, and it was then seconded by Mr. Mason and cor- 
dially supported by Mr. Briggs, Halifax. 

The PreEsipent thanked them for the compliment 
which they desired to pay him, but said that he could 
not accept it, as he really could not afford to give the 
time necessary to the proper discharge of the duties of 
the office. 

Professor WiL.1aMs said he hoped they would, as far 
as possible, support the candidates for the Border Coun- 
ties and Scotland. He should do his best to get support 
for Mr. Clarkson. 

The PxrestpENT observed that it was of the greatest 
importance that the North of England and Scotland 
should be well represented. At the present time they 
were inadequately represented as compared with the 
South of England. As to his own nomination, he asked 
them once more to propose someone else. 

Mr. Cooke (Scarboro’), as vice-president of the Asso- 
ciation, then submitted the resolution in favour of Mr. 
Clarkson’s candidature, and it was carried unani- 
mously. 

The PresipEeNT returned thanks for the unanimous 
vote, but intimated that he could not give a definite 
answer to the invitation on that occasion. He must take 
time to consider the matter. 

Mr. Mason hoped that consideration would enable 
Mr. Clarkson to accept the invitation and that the elec- 
tion would result in him having a Yorkshire colleague on 
the Council. As they would not again meet as an Asso- 
ciation before the election he thought it would be desira- 
ble that they should have a second shot in their barrel, in 
the everit of Mr. Clarkson declining to stand, and there- 
fore he proposed the name of Mr. Cooke provisionally. 
As far as possible they in the North should be as well 
represented as the South of England. 

The PresipENT said that if Mr. Cooke would only 
promise to stand he would at once withdraw in his 
favour. 

Mr. Cooke replied that at present he could not see his 
way to stand, at some othertime he might. He thanked 
them for the compliment paid him. 

The Present then promised to communicate his 
answer to the Secretary in a week or so, and Mr. Briggs 
said that if Mr. Clarkson’s reply was unfavourable it 
would be an easy matter to call a special meeting of the 
Association. 

Mr. Mason proposed that as an Association they 
should amalgamate with the Midland and Lancashire 
Counties as heretofore, and this having been seconded, 


| was adopted nem. con. 
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Pror. MacquEen’s ScHEmME. 


Mr. F. Somers explained that to formulate resolutions 
on the subjects raised by Professor Macqueen would re- 
quire long and careful consideration. There were two 
courses open to them—either to allow the letter to lie 
on the table for the present, as other societies had done, 
or to form a committee to consider the communication 
which, no doubt, contained many sensible things. 

Mr. SNaRRy proposed that the letter should be allowed 


" to lie on the table for the present. 


Mr. Briees seconded, observing that he was no 
trades unionist, and he hoped he never should he. 

The PREsIpENT dared say there was a great deal in 
Professor Macqueen’s scheme if only properly examined. 
It required a great deal of consideration, and they might 
perhaps do good to the profession if they were better 
combined than at present. 


A CRITICISM OF THE PROFESSION. 


Mr. Briaes desired to draw attention to a criticism of 
the profession on the occasion of the recent deputation 
from the National Federation of Meat Trades to the 
Presideat of the Local Government Board (Mr. Chaplin) 
on the subject of tuberculosis. He pointed out that one 
of the speakers, Mr. T. Myers, butcher, of Leeds, was 
reported in The Yorkshire Post that “he had heard that 
veterinary surgeons told cowkeepers whep their beasts 
were attacked with tuberculosis to fatten them up and 
send them to the market, and the butchers who bought 
them had to bear the loss.” He (Mr. Briggs) regretted 
that a statement of the kind in question should have been 
made, especially at the present time when the veterinary 
profession was being favourably criticised in the press 
with regard to occupying the positions of inspectors of 
meat. A more ambiguous and reckless statement than 
that of Mr. Myers was never made. It was made on a 
most important occasion and was calculated to do the 
profession a great deal of harm. He thought that some 
strong resolution ought to go from that Association and 
that Mr. Myers should be further asked either to with- 
draw or substantiate the statement. He noticed that 
Mr. Myers said he had heard such a thing, but they ought 
to have something more definite than that. He did not 
know of any veterinary surgeon whv would recommend 
apy man to fatten an animal when he knew it was suffer. 
ing from tuberculosis. He always understood that 
tuberculosis was a wasting disease; and in fact in his 
district they called animals affected with the disease 
“wasters.” He thought it would be impossible for Mr. 
Myers to supply data substantiating the statement 


made, 


Mr. Frank Somers explained that the moment he 
saw the report complained of he went and saw the Secre- 
tary of the Leeds Butchers’ Association, and challenged 
him that Mr. Myers could not mention a respectable 
veterinary surgeon who had advised the fattening of 
cattle suffering from tuberculosis. He was then shown 
a report in a trade journal of the deputation to the 
President of the Local Government Board, but it did not 


contain the passage in Mr. Myers’ speech to which | 


exception was now made. The Secretary of the Butchers’ 
Association doubted whether Mr. Myers had been cor- 
rectly reported in the Leeds paper, and further expressed 
the opinion that Mr. Myers had not given utterance to 
the statement complained of. If Mr. Myers had said 
what was attributed to him something certainly ought to 
be done in the matter. 

Mr. Mason agreed that some notice should be taken of 
the speech. 

Prof. WiLL1aMs explained that there was a Bill before 
Parliament, which provided that veterinary surgeons 
should be consulted by the medical officers of health of a 
place as to whether the cattle were diseased or not. The 
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Glasgow Corporation, in their wisdom, had petitioned 
against that clause upon the ground that it would be 
impossible to obtain the assistance of a veterinary sur- 
geon in various parts of Scotland, and had suggested that 
the matter should be left entirely in the hands of the 
sanitary inspector and the medical officer of health. The 
petitioners wished to put on one side altogether the 
provision made in the Bill for throwing upon the veteri- 
nary surgeons consulted the responsibility of a correct 
diagnosis of the disease. The Council of the Royal 
College were going to move against the action of the 
Glasgow Corporation, and he was going to ask the High- 
land Society to do the same. He trusted that with the 
assistance of those bodies the clause would be allowed to 
remain in the Bill as at present. It was a piece of gross 
impertinence on the part of any medical officer of health 
to instigate any council or body to debar veterinary 
medical surgeons from occupying their proper position. 

Mr. Briag@s said the alleged assertion of Mr. Myers 
affected them locally as a profession, and he had already 
been twitted about it in the town where he lived. He 
moved a resolution denying the correctness of Mr. 
Myers’ statement, and calling upon that gentleman either 
to substantiate or withdraw it. 

Mr. Mason seconded, thinking that action should be 
taken at once with respect to the matter. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to, and to give 
effect to it a further motion was adopted, on the propo- 
sition of Mr. Clough, and seconded by Mr. Lazenby, 
directing the Secretary to write to Mr. Myers on the 
matter. 





A ConTRAST BETWEEN THE PRESENT AND THE Past 
PRACTICE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


Address by Prof. Wii.1aMs, 


At the outset, he explained that he was not going to 
give them a scientific speech about microbes or conta- 
gious diseases, which were pretty well worn out, but a 
brief history of the profession—the methods of treat- 
ment in the past and in the present—within his own 
recollection. He could remember the day when the 
gentleman who now called himself a veterinary surgeon 
was divided into four. He did not refer to the extreme 
north and south, but to Cheshire and the western parts 
of Lancashire. First of all, there was the farrier, who 
was generally the village blacksmith, but sometimes a 
coachman. The farrier disdained to look at anything 
but a horse, and considered himself disgraced if he were 
asked to look at a cow; he was a horse doctor in every 
sense of the word. Then came the cow doctor, who 
never thought of interfering with the practice of the 
farrier. Both of these men, whose poverty was often as 











great as their pride, disdained to look at a dog; to 
be called in to look at a dog was beneath their contempt. 
Neither the horse ductor nor the cow doctor would con- 
sent to castrate a horse. They were something superior 
to the work of castration. This was left in the hands of 
a travelling tinker, aud often in the hands of gipsies, 
who did their work well. He had seen these men 
operate. Now the veterinary surgeon did all the work 
that these four men did. The men who pursued the 
old methods of treatment which he should describe failed 
to a great extent, but they had some successes. Whether 
the lines they adopted were right or wrong he should 
leave the meeting to decide for themselves. Professor 
Williams proceeded to describe some of the primitive 
systems of treatment that, in some instances, were 
adopted. He said that he thought that the late Mr. 
Collins, an account of whose death appeared the other 
day, was the first to suggest that instead of weakening 
the feet they should be allowed to remain strong, both 





as a preventive and as a cure for laminitis. Some of the 
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old theories, exploded for more than a quarter of a 
century, were being re-introduced ; they had suggestions 
that in Jamivitis, in navicular disease, and in side bones, 
they should make fissures in the feet in order to make 
the expansion. Thrush and canker were then treated 
on similar lines to now. Dealing with spavin (which 
was considered most lucidly) lameness being ascribed to 
stifle and hip-joint diseases, Professor Williams said he 
had seen numerous cases of splint lameness treated for 
navicular discase, and turned ovt to grass. Nowadays 
navicular disease had greatly diminished. There was 
not certainly one-tenth of the cases they had ten years 
ago. There were, he remarked en passant, more lame 
horses on the streets of Edinburgh than in any city in 
the world. So much for the humanity of Scotchmen! As 
to the disappearance of navicular disease, he did not 
think it was due to the breeding, but to the shoeing. 
He believed it was impossible, except in the first or ini- 
tial stages, to have a recovery from navicular disease. 
They found navicular disease was an incurable disease 
and splint lameness curable in time. In past days, no 
matter whether the hotse was lame in the front or behind 
he was generally bled. Then there were specialists for 
the treatment of quittors, and there were some men who 
had the reputation of being able to cure glanders. 
Lymphangitis was called water farcy, and the disease was 
treated very much as now. 

After describing ophthalmia and its treatment, Pro- 
fessor Williams went on to speak of internal diseases 
which, in his younger days, were all treated alike, after 
bleeding. Some gave oil and turpentine, etc, as in 
colic, and did little more, and if, in chest cases, the 
patient had fresh air it did well, but generally speaking 
ventilation was utterly neglected, and many died. Bleed- 
ing was resorted to by all, and some gave warming 
drinks. Others sent their patients out for exercise, 
warmly clad, in order to produce profuse perspiration, 
these were most unsuccessful, Those who pursued the 
milder course and when the surroundings were fairly 
gooa had the greatest success. Then the qualified man 
began to appear, and if not imbued with what his father 
had done before, introduced the practice of his college. 
Still there were heavy bleedings in all cases, and often 
a purgative in chest affections. This practice not proving 
successful the stimulant treatment, propounded by Dr. 
Tod in human practice, became the fashion, but was 
not carried out to the same insane extent as at present 
by some practitioners. When this was found not to 
anewer the counter-irritant theory began to be carried 
out, it being considered that the artificial destroyed the 
natural. But the severer the method the more fatal the 
cases. There was also extensive blistering, for they said 
the inflammation must be killed. If the animal did not 
die in a few hours, if he still continued to struggle, some 
applied the actual cautery, in the form of a red-hot shovel 
to the sides, or in cases of abdominal paius, to the 
abdomen. 

Talk of bleeding! perhaps some of his hearers hardly 
knew how animals were bled in the past. They bled 
them all, no matter what their complaint was. If a 
horse breathed quickly he was bled, if he was off his food 
he was bled, and if he had colic pains he was bled. He 
had seen the viscera of a pullet given as a cure for colic. 
The supposed charm lay in the pullet being a virgin 
pullet. And remarkable to relate the same remedy was 
used now by some farmers in Lancashire. He was there 
last year and heard a farmer tell his son-in-law that he 
had admipistered it to a horse, but the animal was no 
better. Then another client of his son-in-law told him 
in his presence that he had given a sick cow red-herring 
porridge. They talked about the higher education of the 
veterinary surgeon, but he thought that some of the 
education should be extended to their clients. He had 


seen a live frog given for constipation of the bowels. 








They might think that he was romancing, but nothing of 
the kind ; he was simply telling them facts. 

The veterinary profession had greatly improved. The 
cow doctor was the first to be “ undone,” then the horse 
doctor fell from his high estate and combined the duty of 
cattle doctor with that of horse doctor. On the appear- 
ance of foot-and-mouth disease about 1842, and pleuro- 
pneumonia about two years later the horse doctor, follow- 
ing the example of the few qualified veterinary surgeons, 
turned their attention to cattle. These diseases spread 
all over the country and drinks for foot-and-mouth and 
pleuro were sold in thousands. The ordinary treatment 
for foot-and mouth disease was bleeding, purging, and 
feet dressing. Here the horse doctor was at home, as he 
was generally the village blacksmith. Many of these 
practitioners, and indeed the majority of them, made 
reputations in regard to the foot-and mouth disease, only 
to be destroyed when pleuro. pneumonia appeared. Some 
of the old cow doctors maintained that even foot-and- 
mouth disease and pleuro-pneumonia were “ tail ill.” 
They bled -the animals from the tail, made a large 
incision, filled it with tar and salt, bound it up together, 
and to prove that they were correct the tail often sloughed 
off below the binding. 

And now he came to the veterinary surgeons, who were 
coming into the country from London and Edinburgh, 
and bringing to bear their scientific knowledge, which 
was hardly more successful than the accredited know- 
ledge of the farrier. These men believed in the correct- 
ness of their treatment. They had some theory to 
support them, but the cows died, and after death they 
said they had not bled the animals enough. The late 
Mr. Barlow made that statement when he (Principal 
Williams) was a student. In those days if a man had an 
idea contrary to the general body of practitioners he was 
considered a book worm, and not a practical man. 

Then homoepathy came to be tried, and such men as 
Haycock and Muore were credited with very successful 
results. He was no believer in the homeepathic doctrine, 
nor in the homeepathic doses, but he must confess that 
the results were, in comparison, most startling, and even 
death was robbed of his horror. An animal tortured by 
irritants and driven mad by alcoholic stimulants died a 
most agonising death. Horses invariably got through 
chest affections with homcepathic treatment. Reverting 
to the bleediug of horses he recaJled a singular case in 
Lancashire. A veterinary surgeon called in to a case in 
consultation said, “ bleed him,” the reply was, “ we have 
taken 22 quarts of blood from him since yesterday,” and 
the practitioner answered “take 22 quarts more.” He 
need not tell them that they had not a chance to do 
that. He remembered that some of the veterinary sur- 
geons, especially those from Scotland, and some of the 
old farriers thought that pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and- 
mouth disease were not contagious diseases. Professor 
Dick taught that pleuro and rinderpest were not conta- 
gious diseases. Asto cautery in cases of abdominal pain, 
that treatment was highly recommended by Professor 
Dick iu enteritis. .It was no wonder that the late Mr. 
John Lawson, of Manchester, used to say that a man 
had to fill a 50 acre park with dead horses before he 
knew his profession. So much for veterinary science 10 
the days of which he was speaking. They vow of course 
smiled at the absurdity of the violent remedies of the 
past, but the men practising them were honest in their 
belief and applied what they thought was proper. If 
man then dared to have an opinion of his own depend 
upon it he had a very unhappy life of it if it were in the 
power of people to make it so. Because cases recovered 
these mev thought they were successful. They did not 
count the number of animals they had killed. ; , 

The Professor was warmly applauded on resuming his 
seat, and his interesting speech was punctuated through- 
out with laughter and applause. 
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Mr. Cooke and Mr. Carter (Bradford) initiated a dis- 
cussion on the address just delivered, the former gentle- 
man recounting some of the singular things which had 
come under his own observation. Speaking of his ex- 
periences in Ireland he observed that he had seen a pail 
of soot and water administered in a case of colic. He 
had not only seen one frog administered to cows in case 
of constipation, but several frogs. He had also known of 
currant stones being given. 

Mr. Mason thanked Professor Williams for giving 


‘them such an interesting and amusing address compar. 


ing the old method of treating animals with the present 
system. There was no doubt, he continued, about the 
great strides of veterinary science. The only time that 
he saw a hot shovel applied was by an old practitioner 
in Leeds to a horse belonging to one of the leading medi- 
cal men in the city. Unfortunately for the veterinary 
surgeon the owner of the animal appeared on the scene, 
and he was dismissed as being an empiric. 

Mr. ATCHERLEY said that his father used a hot shovel 
to a horse and the animal got well. 

Mr. Briaas moved a hearty vote of thanks to Prof. 
Williams for his address, and in doing so spoke of curious 
cases that he had met with and heard of. 

Mr. Snarry (York) seconded, and the Secretary and 
the President cordially supported the resolution, which 
was carried with acclamation. 

Subsequently the members spent some time in exam- 
ining and discussing a specimen shown by Mr. Carter, 
and the proceedings terminated. 








THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


Report of the President’s Interview with 
the Right Hon. Walter Long, M.P. 


I have the honour to report that in accordance with 
your instructions [ approached the Right Honble. Walter 
Long, President of the Board of Agriculture, asking him 
to grant me an interview on Thursday, 6th Feb. last, in 
order that I might lay before him the views of the pro- 








fession, and the reasons which induce the Council to ask : 

1. That the Veterinary Department be restored. 

2. That the Veterinary Department be placed under 
the “ direction ” of a veterinary surgeon. 

3. That the veterinary staff be increased. 

It will be in your recollection that I was directed at 
your last meeting to confine myself to these three points. 

Having received an intimation by letter that Mr. Long 
would be happy to see me on the day named, at 430 
p.m., | waited on the Rt. Honble. Gentleman at that 
hour, and have every reason to be well satisfied with my 
courteous reception, and the attentive and patient hear- 
ing accorded me. 

As no reporter was present at the interview, I have to 
rely upon hastily taken notes to enable me to make this | 
report. I have, however, submitted my manuscript to | 
Mr. Long, and have obtained his approval of it. | 

After explaining to the President that my appearance | 
alone, as the mouth-piece of the profession, was due to | 
the fact that he had been unable to receive a deputation 
of the Council, I said : 

The necessity for action by the Council arose out of a 





very deep feeling on the part of the members of that | 


Simultaneous with this change, Mr. Gardner appointed a 
gentleman possessing no veterinary professional know- 
ledge as Director of that Division, and in spite of the 
fact that at the time there was a large amount of disease 
in the country, the number of veterinary officers at the 
Board was reduced from three to two—( Professor 
Brown’s retention is referred to later). The feeling of 
resentment at the treatment of the Profession increased 
when it became known that one of the details in Mr. 
Gardner’s scheme, was to place in the hands of a large 
staff of lay travelling inspectors important duties, many 
of which, it was felt, could only be carried out etticiently 
by professional men. 

Meetings of the veterinary societies were held through- 
out the kingdom, and resolutions passed, calling on the 
Council of the College to use its influence with Mr. 
Gardner to restore the position and privileges of the 
profession. 

With the knowledge that our body has for more than 
50 years been legally recognised by Royal Charter as a 
profession, its members felt that, by the action of the 
then President, he had humiliated us in the eyes of the 
public, who had hitherto been willing to recognise the 
undoubted value of the veterinary profession in connec- 
tion with the State. 

The Council approached Mr. Gardner by letter, but the 
result of an interchange of correspondence was wil ; no 
alterations were made or suggested which could be de- 
scribed as satisfactory or acceptable to the Council; at 
the present time, therefore, it is felt that by depriving 
the State of a Veterinary Department with a veterinary 
surgeon at its head, a direct suggestion was made to the 
Public and Local Authorities that, amongst the 3,300 
members of the profession, not one possessed sufficient 
knowledge, tact, and experience, to carry out the duties 
of Director of a Veterinary Department ; it further sug- 
gested that a Veterinary Department during Professor 
Brown’s reign had beep such an absolute failure that the 
Boaid was no longer justified in keeping in existence 
such a Department under the directorship of a veterinary 
surgeon. That such suggestions were unwarranted I am 
desired to point out, and further, to show that the coun- 
try has suffered by the failure to retain a veterinary 
director at more than one period in the history of the 
Privy Council and the Board of Agriculture, 

For twelve years, down to 1878, a director without the 
necessary professional knowledge was tried, but so un- 
satisfactory was the result that the Duke of Richmond, 
led by force of experience, altered the arrangements. 
His Grace proceeded to appoint Professor Brown as 
Director, an efficient veterinary staff, executive officers 
and portal inspectors. The success which attended this 
change is world-wide knowledge. 

The veterinary profession claims that under its advice 
and direction, cattle plague, foot and mouth disease, 
sheep pox, and pleuro-pneumonia, have been practically 
driven from our country. Its members compare these 
facts with the condition of affairs since the abolition of 
the Veterinary Department and a professional director ; 
from then until now, glanders and farcy, swine fever, and 
rabies, have spread to such an extevt as to cause alarm 
in every quarter, and this in face of the fact that an 


enormous amount of public money has been expended 
in ineffectual attempts at suppression and eradication. 


That the veterinary profession is not singular in the 
views held, is evidenced by the fact that the medical 
press has taken up the subject, in proof of which your 
attention is directed to an article in The British Medical 
Journal of February 1st of the present year, It is un- 


body, and of the profession generally, that they had been | necessary to quote the whole of the article; it will be 


illiberally and unjustly treated by Mr. Gardner, the | 
late President of the Board, who, after the retirement of | | 
Professor Brown, deprived the State of a Veterinary | is n 

partment, substituting for it “the Animals Division.” | tuting 


sufficient to say that after generally condemning the 
present arrangements the article terminates thus: “It 
s not the first “ime that similar experiments of substi- 
the lay element for the professional have yielded 
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like results, and we would endorse the views expressed in 
the resolation (of the Central and Associated Chambers 
of Agriculture) condemning the practice, and seeking 
for proper adjustment of the Veterinary Department.” 

To add further proof that disapproval of existing 
arrangements is felt, I am directed. to refer to the fact 
that Agricultural Associations have taken and continue 
to take exception to them, while the representative com- 
mittee of the Central and Associated Chamber of Agri- 
culture has recently passed the following resolution : 

“ That the alterations which have been made and 
had aroused the natural resentment of the veterinary 
profession had not been justified by results, and the 
Committee would again venture respectfully to place 
before the President of the Board of Agriculture the 
absolute necessity for strengthening the Veterinary 
Department.” 

As regards the dissatisfaction of the general public, 
evidence of the fact that it exists may be gathered from 
the perusal of letters which appear from time to time 
in the daily press. ’ 

As it appears to the veterinary profession, the present 
veterinary oflicers of the Board decide as to the existence 
or non-existence of disease by the examination of the 
viscera of animals in the post-mortem house. At that 
point their duties practically cease, and the best means 
of dealing with disease and preventing its spread are 
afterwards decided by the unprofessional Director and 
lay staff. 

With respect, the profession submits that by such a 
course the impossibility of unrestrained interchange of 
ideas between the provincial veterinary surgeon and the 
two officers of the Board arises. 

It is not suggested that the two gentlemen referred to 
are unwilling to give advice, but it is distinctly sug- 
gested that much valuable knowledge might be acquired 
by the profession for the country’s benefit if the veteri- 
nary Officers were placed in the true position of “advisers” 
to the Board its widest meaning. 

Over statistics, etc., unconnected with disease, the pro- 
fession has no desire to have control, but it respectfully 
submits that the management of disease and the means 
taken for its suppression should be conducted by a pro- 
fessional expert at the Board, who should be publicly 
recognised as “ Director of the Veterinary Department.”’ 

At the present time—the profession desires to point 
out—uneither of the two officers of the Board can be spared 
to investigate outbreaks of disease and to make enquiries 
on' the spot as to the cause or method of its spread 
owing to the very limited number retained ; and appeals 
for such help from the provinces can receive, and have 
received, tut ove answer, “ There is no professional 
officer available for the purpose.” 

J am directed to bring prominently to your notice the 
fact that there are no professional men being trained for 
succession to the positions held by Messrs. Cope and 
Duguid. Should the Board be deprived of the services of 
these geutlemen, either by accident or retirement, the 
pathological experience gained by them must be lost to 
others. 

Prior to the retirement of Professor Brown from the 
Board, there were with him there Messrs. Cope and 
Duguid. The vacancy created vy the retirement has 
never been filled up, although the increase of disease 
must have immensely added to the work of the two 
remaining officers. The profession is aware that some 
arrangement exists, or did exist, for obtaining occasional 
services from Professor Brown, but it presumes that by 
the regulations of the Service as affecting age, or period 
for retirement, he can no longer be recognised as an 
“ officer of the Board.” 

Many of the duties carried out by travelling inspectors, 
are strictly professional, and for this reason these 
officials should at least be subject to the authority of the 





professional director, so long as they are armed with the 
power of determining as to the necessity for slaughter, 
and of attempting to distinguish between health and 
disease in the domestic animals. 

It is respectfully suggested that to ensure prompt 
action by the Board, all Local Authorities should be 
communicated with, and the police under their control 
informed, that it is the duty of police inspectors, on 
receiving notice of the suspected existence of disease, to 
communicate with the Board of Agriculture forthwith. 
The uecessity for this suggestion arises from the fact 
that it appears to be the practice in some localities for a 
constable who has received notice from an owner, to 
report to his superintendent; the latter, at a convenient 
time, visits the swine, and expresses an opinion as to the 
cause of illness, while some will even proceed to make a 
post-mortem examination, and if, in the opinion of these 
officials, the animals are not affected with swine fever, 
no communication is made to the Board. 

The profession submits that such officious interference 
is most dangerous, and directly opposed to the regula- 
tions and wishes of the Board of Agriculture. 

I have now, Sir, on behalf of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to respectfully ask that 
you will, at an early date, give the subjects which I have 
brought before you, your serious consideration, and to 
express the hope that you will see your way to give to 
the profession the public recognition which it claims, 
and which it enjoyed prior to the introduction of changes 
for which you were not responsible, 

On behalf of the veterinary profession, I desire to 
tender you its best wishes for the patient and attentive 
hearing which you have been good enough to accord me 





The Rt. Honble. Walter Long’s reply to 
the President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons (Mr. J. ’. Simpson) 


I can assure you that it has afforded me much pleasure 
to receive you, as the representative of the veterinary 
profession—a profession for which I have the greatest 
admiration and respect, and in whose ranks are many of 
my personal friends. 

lt is with much regret that I learn, through you, that 
dissatisfaction with existing arrangements at the Board 
of Agriculture is entertained by the members of your 
profassion. 

You are, of course, aware that I am not responsible for 
the alterations to which you have referred. Those 
changes took place before I came to the Board; at the 
same time, | feel sure it is quite a misconception, on the 
part of your members, if they entertain the belief that 
my predecessor at the Board brought about these changes 
with any view of bringing discredit upou your great pro- 
fession. I think, too, there is some misconception as to 
the position of the-veterinary officers and their duties. 

I am somewhat surprised to know from the article in 
The British Medical Journal, to which you have called 
my attention, that the medical profession takes exception 
to the arrangements of the “ Animals Division,” seeing 
that similar arrangements exist at the Local Government 
Board, so far as the medical officers are concerned. 
There, as at this Board, there is a chief Medical Officer of 
the Department, although there is the difference which 
you have correctly pointed out, that at the Local 
Government Board the Department is recognised as and 
named the “ Medical” Department, whereas, at the 
Board of Agriculture, Mr. Cope is chief veterinary 
officer to the Board—there being now no “ Veterinary 
Department by name—but practically the duties 4D 
positions of both chief medical officer, and chief veteri2- 
ary officer are very similar. 
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Here we look upen Major Tennant’s position us one | and it is to these gentlemen that w i 
which would in other Departments be called that of | of an astiontion being const elation, 
Assistant Secretary, while Mr. Cope is regarded as head Will you please assure your Council that I most fully 
of his own Department. There is no distinction between recognise the value of your profession and know how 
the Medical Department of the Local Government Board utterly futile it would be for this Board to endeavour to 
and the Veterinary Department of the Board of Agricul- | deal with disease, unless we had, not only the assistance 
ture. The arrangements, in fact, are the same now as | of veterinary surgeons, but the cordial co-operation of 
when Professor Brown was here; except, as you have | all your members. It is most desirable and necessary 
again pointed out, that the name “ Veterinary ” Depart- | that there should be no friction between your profession 
ment has not been retained. Professor Brown was al-|and the Board, and recognising this, I have carefully 
ways consulted—so I am informed—in all cases where it | noted all the points you have referred to, and will give 
was thought that his advice was necessary, and it is now | them my best attention; and if in the interests of the 
precisely the same with Mr. Cope. In my consultations! Board and your profession I can do away with any 
with the Secretary and Major Tennant, Mr. Cope is | cause of irritation, I will endeavour to do so. 
almost invariably present, while his suggestions as to the | Will you also tell your Council that I shall be pleased 
best means of dealing with disease are given, and his re- | at any time to see you as representing the profession, 
ports are sent through the Secretary and laid before me. | and to receive from you any suggestion you may desire 
In all cases he (Mr. Cope) and Mr. Duguid have a per- | to make, or if your Council think it necessary at any 
fectly free hand to make any recommendations to me| time to come here with a deputation I shall be most 
which they may think necessary. [ think it will be | willing to receive them. 
admitted that, in the interest of the expert, he should | 
not be hampered with the duties and responsibilities of Since writing the above report I have received a letter 
an administrator. My view is this, that the expert | from the President of the Board of Agriculture in which 
adviser should give his opinion and advice simply, while I am desired to inform the Council of the following 
the responsibility of carrying out the details suggested | alteration of arrangements :—“I have recently decided 
should be left to the Director of the Department. It is |upon certain changes which will have the effect of 
possible to have the very best veterinary surgeon the | throwing upon the local veterinary surgeon additional 
world can produce, without the necessary knowledge of | responsibilities of a professional character in connection 
administrative work ; on the other hand, you may have | with cases of disease, whilst leaving to the lay inspectors 
the best possible administrator, whose professional know- | as heretofore the duty of crrrying out the orders and 
ledge is insufficient to enable him to fill the important | regulations of the Board. This step will, I trust, be in 
position of veterinary adviser. | conformity with the views and wishes of the veterinary 
I always consult Mr. Cope as to the best course to | profession.” 
adopt when dealing with diseases ; and, having obtained 
his opinion, it is passed on to the Director to carry vut | 
the suggestions made. 
As you have made reference to the increase of certain | 
diseases since Professor Brown’s retirement, and the 
introduction of changes at the Board, | may say that it | 
is a coincidence which may be used in favout of your | 
argument ; at the same time | do not share the belief 
that the increase of disease is in any way to be attribu- | 
ted to the changes brought about by Mr. Gardner. Your | 
profession, I think, will admit that, in dealing with |_, 
swine fever—a disease which until comparatively recently | GENTLEMEN, 
has not been thoroughly understood—we have hadand) AsgI am one of the retiring members of the Council 
still have a very difficult task. : |of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, the 
With regard to what you call my attention to; namely, | | ancashire Association have decided to re-nominate 
the employment of lay inspectors pd the pm ssa of -— 
investigation, I would say that in all cases of determin- | ~ + ; ; . ' 
ing siete of slaughter and distinguishing between | i have regularly attended the Council “ bere 
health and disease, the question should be decided by a | mittee meetings during the three years I have ha 
veterinary surgeon, and not by the lay inspector, the the honour of being one of its members, and have 
questions of the condition of carcases should be decided | done my best to further the interest of my profession 
by the butchers, meat salesmen, and local meat and sani- | jn all ways. If it should be my good fortune to be 
tary inspectors. Under no circumstances should the | again returned I shall continue to act on the same 














James, F. Simpson, 
President. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To tHe Mempers oF THE VETERINARY PRoression. 


Board’s lay inspectors express any opinion or take action | 


on such subjects. I agree with you that, if a veterinary 
surgeon were called in always, to act with the travelling 


inspector and to advise as to the necessity or otherwise | 


of slaughter, and to determine as to the complete free- 
dom of disease in carcases which it is proposed to send 
from the premises, there would be less risk of mistakes 


occurring, aud consequently less fear of disease spreading, | 


and it is a point to which [ will give my attention. _ 
With reference to the suggested increase of the veteri- 
nary staff and the reasons given in favour of such a course 
being adopted; I do not think it can be generally 
known, amongst the members of the veterinary professiou 
that, apart from the local. veterinary surgeons employed 
in swine fever cases, we have in various parts of the 
country, veterinary surgeons, whom we ewploy and 
recognise as consulting veterinary surgeons to the Board, 


lines. 

The professional and preliminary educational 
examinations are, for the moment, the principal 
topics of discussion. I think the four-years course 
should have a fair and impartial trial before any 
section takes upon itself to condemn it, as at present 
it is only in its infancy. In my opinion the entrance 
educational examination should not be passed in 
separate parts, but the whole of the subjects taken at 
one sitting ; the medical schools have adopted this 
plan, and we should not do less. 


I am, yours faithfully, 
ALEexANpER Lawson, M.R.C.V.S. 


Manchester, May, 1896. 
| 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 





CONTINUED SPREAD OF SWINE FEVER. 


The Board of Agriculture persists in its dilatory, 
unprofessional methods of dealing with swine fever, and 
makes no progress in exterminating the disease. During 
the first quarter of this year there have been in Great 
Britain about 1200 outbreaks, while 20,000 pigs have 
died and been slaughtered as diseased or on account of 
their exposure to infection. These figures are nearly 
double those for the corresponding period of 1895. In 
the Edinburgh district fresh outbreaks have recently 
occurred, Asin the past, some of these outbreaks for a 
week or ten-days were not recognised, and no effective 
measures were used to check them. Portions of intes- 
tine from diseased pigs were tardily forwarded to the 
Board of Agriculture, aud by and by the unprofessional 
inspectors were sent down to cope with an outbreak 
senselessly and wickedly trifled with for upwards of a 
week, and permitted the while to disseminate the specific 
contagivn by movement of in-contact pigs, and by the 
feet and clothes of attendants. Since 1893, when the 
Board of Agriculture undertook to rid the country of 
swine fever, such inept and ineffectual measures have 
cost upwards of £100,000 per annum, and the disease, as 
stated, is more widespread than ever. 

The results would certainly have been different had a 
more prompt, direct, and practical action been adopted 
in dealing with every outbreak in its incipient and early 
stages. The means for the gradual extirpation of swine 
fever lie ready to hand, and within a. week or two could 
be in operation wherever the disease presented itself. 

The veterinary officers of the Privy Council havea full 
knowledge of the capabilities of the prominent veteri- 
narians in every part of the country, acquired during 
their successful extermination of pleuro-pueumonia and 
foot and mouth disease, and could indicate the fitting 
man to be appointed in every district to diagnose swine 
fever, and adopt suitable measures for its repression. 
Until called upon to act, the appointment of the district 
veterinarian would only be honorary. Summoned to 
ailing pigs, and, by symptoms and post-mortem examina- 
tion, satisfied that they were affected with swine fever, 
he would be empowered, as under the older regime of the 
Local Authorities, to declare the place infected, and to 
stop all movements of pigs therefrom. The Board of 
Agriculture would at once be apprised of the outbreak, 
and portions of the diseased organs forwarded to their 
professional experts. From Whitehall would then be 
sent, not the unprofessional inspectors who have proved 
ineffectual, and who might be very well superseded, but 
a slaughtering order to be carried out by the local veteri- 
narian who had diagnosed and taken charge of the out- 
break. He would have the special advantage of heing 
possessed of the needful local knowledge, and of the | 
desiderated professional knowledge. He would be cogni- | 
sant of any local hotbeds of infection, of the lines of 
trade, and uf the characters of individual pig dealers, 
some of whom, although answerable for many outbreaks, 
are prosecuting their calling without check. Without 
loss of time, the local veterinarian would proceed with 
the slaughter of infects, suspects, and and in-cotitacts, 
and with the disinfection of the premises. In extended 
outbreaks, and in those involving the shutting up of pig 
marts and public sales, a professional inspector from 
London or other important centre might be seut to con- 
fer with the local practitioner. Arrangements would be 
made as to permits for sale of pigs for immediate slaugh- 
ter. Pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and-mouth, and in 
previous years rinderpest, were successfully exterminated | 





and with the uniform energetic action of urban and 
rural districts, which the Board of Agriculture would 
enforce, swine fever within a year could again be reduced 
to small compase, and eventually got rid of.—WNorth 
British Agriculturist. 














A GLANDERS PROSECUTION AT LIVERPOOL. 





At the Liverpool Police Court, before Messrs. Isaac 
Morris and E. Paull, magistrates, Wm. Swithenbank, 
veterinary surgeon, carrying on business in Taylor 
Street, appeared to a summons in which he was charged 
with having neglected to notify to the Local Authorities 
the existence of a case of farcy or glanders which broke 
out on his premises. Mr. Rudd appeared for the 
defendant. 

Mr. Pierce, Assistant Town Clerk, said the summons 
was brought under the Farcy or Glanders Order, which 
was issued by the Board of Agriculture in 1894, under 
the Diseases of Animals Act of that year. 

Mr. R. S. Reynolds, the Veterinary Superintendent 
under the Corporation of Liverpool, was called, and in 
reply to Mr. Pierce, said that glanders was a serious and 
highly contagious disease. To Mr. Rudd: Until it was 
fully developed it was not easy to detect the disease. 

Richard Pearson, Manager of the Animal Slaughtering 
Company, said that about the beginning of April the 
defendaut came to him and asked him to remove the 
carcase of a horse from his premises in Taylor Street. 
He asked the defendant what was the matter with the 
animal, and he replied after some hesitation that‘it had 
been affected with farcy or glanders. Witness then 
refused to remove the carcase until the defendant had 
received an order from the Local Authority. 

William Lee, 26 West Derby Village, said he remem- 
bered sending a horse to the defendant about the end of 
March, to be attended for an injury caused by akick. A 
few days afterwards Mr. Swithenbank told him that the 
horse had devel»ped a very suspicious case of glanders, 
and that there was no use in his (witness) going to avy 
further expense in reference to the animal, for it was 
better to have it destroyed. He asked witness what he 
desired to have done with it, and witness said he would 
prefer to have the animal buried. It was at the defen- 
dant’s own option that he went to the Slaughtering 
Company, but witness paid the expenses of the removal 
of the carcase to Kirkby, where it was buried. 

To Mr. Rudd: The defendant did not mention to me 
that it was a case of blood-poisoning: he said that he 
suspected it a case of glanders. 

Inspector Luya stated that he saw the defendant on 
April 23, and having spoken to him about the horse, he 
said it was a case of farcy or glanders. Witness told him 
he was very foolish for not having reported the case to 
the Local Authority, and the defendant’s reply was, 
* [’ll say no more.” 

Robert Owen stated that he had a horse and ‘cart 
stabled at Mr. Swithenbank’s prior to April 12. On the 
8th April he was asked to remove the carcase, and he did 
so. His horse died afterwards. It was working ov 
Saturday, and was found dead in the stable on Sunday 
morning, from rupture of the stomach, as he was told. 

This closed the case for the prosecution. 

Mr. Rudd asked the Bench to find that the defendant 
acted in good faith. It was a difficult case to diagnose. 

The magistrates impused a fine of £5 and costs. 

Mr. Pierce said it would be well if the public became 
aware that if a horse were destroyed when it was found 
to have been suffering from glanders the Local Authority 
had power to make compensation to the extent: of one- 
fourth of the value of the animal, being in no case less 
than £2 for a horse, and for an ass or mule 10s. 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 


Tue CattLe PLEURO-PNEUMONIA AccouNT. 


In the House of Commons, on Thursday, April 30th 
in answer to a question asked on behalf of Mr. Malcolm 
(Suffolk, Stowmarket), 

Mr. W. Lone (Liverpool, West Derby) said,—The 
amount paid vut of the local taxation account to the 


financial year 1895-96 was £165,000 and it was so paid in 
respect of swine fever only. 





ANIMALS. 





COLOUR IN 

Colours obtained from originally slight variation, or 
from sudden “sport,’’ and intensified, or made more 
distinct, by careful and continuous selection, by which 
process also they become eventually fixed in the breeds 
or varieties to which they belong, are liable to rapid 
retrogression when the controlling hand of man is with- 
drawp. Even when man’s control is negligently exer- 
cised, or from ignorance or inexperience becomes feeble, 
we soon begin to see tokens of the relapse to former 
colours and shadings and markings. Take the Hereford 
breed of cattle, fur instance, with its strongly defined 
characteristics of colour and marking. Where the breed. 
ing is conducted with a loose rein, if we may use the 
simile, the reversal of the process that fixed the red-with- 
white- points becomes manifest within a very few genera- 
tions. This may be the case, indeed, where the merits 
of form, flesh, and other characteristics apart from 
colour are preserved with the utmost care, if the hand 
be slackened as regards colour alone. In those pro- 
perties over which the breeders’ attention is relaxed, | 
the change backward is seen. If colour be neg- 
lected, colour escapes. In one family the red creeps 
gradually up to the cheeks and down the legs, in an 
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depth. That the fossil belongs to the Carbonif 
period and not to the latter Eocene oniied * lesan 
beyond all doubt, as it was found in the coal workings at 
Moorfield in the neighbourhood of Kilmarnock. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting of Council was held on Wednesday 
last, May 6th, at 3 p.m., to confirm the undermentioned 
Bye-law, passed at a Meeting held on the 22nd ultimo. 


By Professor Pensertay : 

“That at least twenty-eight days prior to the date fixed 
for the Examination every Candidate for the Fel- 
lowship Degree shall forward his thesis to the 
Secretary, who shall then forward all theses 
received to the Chairman of the Examining Board 
or to such of the Examiners as he may nominate.” 

_Confirmed. 


The meeting was attended by two of the gentlemen 
who resigned on April 22nd, so we do not yet know 
whether the resignations are more than a coup-de théatre. 


Personal. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Ross. 
shire County Council, under the Animals Diseases Act 
held in Dingwall, the following inspectors were appointed 
for the various districts into which the county had been 
divided by the County Council: —Messrs. H. Munro, 
Fearn; James S. Shivas, and James Brown, Invergor- 
don ; George Gair, Conon, all M.R.C.V.S. 





Disease and the Transit of Horses, 


A good deal is being published and said about glanders 
in Liverpool at presept—much more than there is any 
cause for—but there is another matter of serious import 
at present when so many valuable brood mares and stal- 





evident effort to revert to the whole-coloured ancestors ; 
in another the red is the receding tide, leaving 
more and more white behind it, as generation follows 
generation ; and this might go on until a white with | 
flecked sides, or what is termed grey, first dark, then | 
light, reappears, and finally the pure white ; and perhaps | 
if the animals were turned out to roam at large and revert 
to the wild state, the white with coloured ears, under 
favouring conditions, might be found in descendants of 
pure white-faced red Herefords.—Live Stock Journal. 


A REMARKABLE FOSSIL. 





A remarkable fossil has just been discovered near 
Kilmarnock which has all the appearance of being the 
hoof of a horse, both in form and outline. It differs, 
however, from that ot the horse, in showing no appear- 
ance of what is called the frog in the hollow portion of 
the foot—an anatomical feature always present in the 
foot of the horse at the present period. So far as can 
be judged from external examination, it is the foot or 
cast of a foot of a one-toed or solidungulate animal, a 
class to which the-horse, ass, avd the zebra belong. 
Animals of this class did not make their appearance 1n 
geological time till the commencement of the Eocene 
period in North America and the middle and upper 
Eocene period in Europe The foot seems to have been 
broken off in the process of mining, a little above the 
part called the coronet, and the interior of the hoof is 
filled with fine granular sand that has flowed into it and 
thoroughly filled it as if it had at one time been a hollow 
mould. The sole of the fuot is flat, as if fitted for tread- 
ing on soft marshy or clayey soil, and there is a thickened 
tim round the lower edge of the hoof about one inch in 








lions are travelling every week from one stud to another. 
Owing to the large numbers of foreign horses passing 
over the companies’ lines from the various shipping 
ports, horses suffering from serious and feverish colds 
and running at the nose, it is of the utmost importance 
that the disinfecting of mangers and the fronts of boxes 
should be strictly attended to. The condition of boxes 
on the lines is such as calls for prompt remedy, “ Swim- 
mers ”’ of the value of about £20 to £30, full of cold and 


lung affections «f every kind, are passed all over the 
country, and in many cases the box is immediately, 
without any cleansing or disinfection, used for the con- 
veyance of some valuable racehorse, stallion on his rounds, 
or brood mare going to some other stud, to which, doubt- 
less, often very serious diseases of the organs are carried, 
Whilst valuable mares are away from home they com- 
mence tu show symptoms of some lung disease, which is 
at once put down to being caught at the stud farm—a 
gross injustice to the owner of the stud, and one which 
might easily be guarded against. 


Immediate action should be taken by owners of studs 


to bring the matter prominently before the Board of 
Agriculture. 





More ‘‘Pleuro.” 
Whether Sauitary Inspector Billing was originally a 


gas-fitter or a school master we are unable to say, but he 
is certainly an extra able pathologist. As we all kuow, 
pleuro-pneumonia is not always easily diagnosed even by 
experts assisted with microscopes. The sanitary inapec- 
tor can detect it in the meat and upon his evidence a 
magistrate inflicted a fine. 


1896 !! 


This was in London and in 


Here is the report :— 
“ At Clerkenwell, William Thorley, of Callas, Aehby- 
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de-la Zouch, was summoned by Sanitary Inspector Bil- 
ing, of the Holborn Board of Works, for depositing at 93, 
Cowcross Street, the premises of a meat salesman, a car- 
case of a heifer which was diseased avd unfit for food. 
The inspector said the meat showed traces of pleuro- 
pneumonia. Mr, Horace Smith imposed a five of £20.’’ 





Departmental Committee on Dog-law. 


The Board of Agriculture have appointed a depart- 
mental committee to enquire into and report upon the 
working of the laws relating to dogs. The committee 
will consist of Mr, Charles Algernon Whitmore, M.P. ; 
Lord Alwyne Frederick Compton, M.P.: Colonel Sir 
Charles Edward Howard Vincent, C.B.,M.P.; Captain 
Richard Godolphin Walmersley Chaloner, M.P.; Mr. 
John Wm. Crombie, M.P.; Mr. Alex. Carmichael Bruce, 
an Assistant Commissioner of Metropolitan Police ; Mr. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRELIMINARY EDUCATIONAL EXAMINATION. 
Sir 

What au anomaly re the above! Education and in- 
telligence forsooth! Where are they? Echo and the 
veterinary student answer, Where? What a curiosity 
to be in favour wf raising the standard of education of 
the veterinary studept and yet only possessing education, 
energy, and intelligence enough to adopt in toto the bye- 








law of another profession. Imitation is the sincerest form 
of flattery, but neither imitation nor ‘flattery over pro- 

duced the acme of strength, robustness, self-reliance and 
| self-respect, We send a body of gifted gentlemen to re- 
| present us, and for heaven’s sake let us see that they do 
| represent us, and that they make good and advantageous 
‘laws for us. Don’t let our profession say that the veter- 


James B. Dougherty, Assistant Under-Secretary °for | inary student is uneducated and unintelligent, and then 
Ireland; Mr. Thomas Henry Elliott, secretary to the | show its own lack of sufficient ability, education, and in- 
Board of Agriculture; Mr. Frederick Campbell Hulton, | telligence to make laws except by a wholesale crib (which 
Clerk of the Lancashire County Council; and Mr, | would in the case of a veterinary student ensure instant 


Edmond Henry Wodehouse, a Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue. Mr. William Dawson, of the Board of Agri- 
culture, will act as secretary to the committee.—Duaily 
Telegraph. 


Tubereculin Test for Cattle. 


The Board of Agriculture desire to draw the attention 
of exporters of cattle and others to a decree recently 
issued by the French Government, which provides that 
cattle imported into France, other than those intended 
for immediate slaughter, must, after the 15th April, 1896, 
be subjected on lauding to the tuberculin test, and will 
be kept under observation at the expense of the im. 
porters for not leas than forty eight hours. In the event 
of the test not being satisfactory, the cattle will be 
turned back after having been marked, unless the im- 
porter consents to the immediate slaughter of the 
animals under the supervision of the Customs veterinary 
officer. Cattle intended for immediate slaughter are not 
subjected to the tuberculin test, but can only be sent to 
the markets of places which possess a public abattoir, and 


their slaughter must be certified by the veterinary sur- | 


yeon in charge. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


ARRIVALS. 


The undermentioned veterinary ofticers have 
arrived in England from India :— 

Veterinary-Major W. Walker, on relief. 

Veterinary-Major J. W. Evans and Veterinary- 
Lieut. W. N. Wright on sick leave of absence. 

Veterinary-Lieut. H. B. Knight on private leave of 
absence. 

DEPARTURE. 

Veterinary-Major G. D. Whitfield embarked at 
Southampton on 2nd instant for service with troops 
in Matabeland. 


Moves. 


Veterinary-Lieut. J. D. E. Holmes was transferred 
from Woolwich to Newcastle-on-Tyne, for duty at 
that Station, on 1st. instant. 

Veterinary-Lieut. W. B. Edwards, transferred 
from Woolwich to Cahir, for duty with 14th Hussars, 
on 4th instant. 


| dismissal from the examination room) of another pro- 
_fession’s legislation. Let us have broader legislation for 
all the Colleges, consolidation instead of disintegration, 
‘concentration on our own business and affairs, and not 
| so much apeing of, cajoliug of, and copying from the medi- 
| cal profession. 

No man, in my opinion, makes such a hash of it asa 
doctor treating his own horse, and doubtless we should 
do ditto if we treated human beings. A good veterinary 
surgeon will not necessarily make a good doctor, nor a 
good doctor an able veterinary surgeon. The two pro- 
fessions are distinct and separate, and let us see that 
| their laws are distinct and separate also, Education is 
| a vague quantity, and book learning is only a part of it. 
| Here are a few questions for Council to cogitate over : 
|—Is the man who can conjugate aimer, lieben, and amo 
_well educated if he spells God with a small “ g,’’ separate 
“seperate,” and comm‘ttee with one “m” or “t”? 

Are not French and German more useful to a veterinary 
surgeon than Latin or Greek ? 

Is not good writing, spelling, and a good command of 
Queen’s English as valuable as any of the above ? ; 

I think some of our examiners could aid in the solution 
of these questions.—Yours faithfully, 

GLapsTONE Maya Lt. 








UNPROFESSIONAL ADVERTISEMENTS. 
SIR 
I should like to know if it is with your sanction the 
advertisements of unprofessional persons appear in your 
worthy journal. I note in the issue for the 2nd of May 
an advertisement of a castrator who is anxious to befriend 
the profession with some information on the subject of 
| castration, but surely we don’t require to seek knowledge 
of this operation from such sources; and the sooner 
the magnanimous souls are informed that they must seek 
| other fields for advertising their abilities the better.— 
Yours, etc., 
W. J. Moray. 
| [In reply to the above we have to = out that the ad- 
| vertisement pages are seen by the Editor only at the same 
| time as by the subscribers—on publication. We do not hold 
| the same views on these matters as some of our subscribers. 
| This paper is issued almost exclusively to veterinary 
surgeons, and we entirely fail to see that any injury can 
possibly come to the members of the profession from the 
subject matter of such advertisements being brought to 
their cognizance.—H. & W. B.]} 
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